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" The Prophet, not only by the strictness of his
laws put an end to this open and shameless glorifica-
tion of vice, but by a few wise restrictions made
the former constant and unceremonious companion-
ship of men and strange women impossible. . . .
From these necessary and wholesome rules has de-
veloped the present system of purdah, which means
the permanent imprisonment and enslavement of half
the nation. . , . This terrible cancer must either be
cut out, or the body of Muslim society will be poisoned
to death by the permanent waste of all the women
of the nation. Purdah, as it is now known, did not
exist till long after the Prophet's death, and is no
part of Islam/'
His Highness suffers no illusions as to the sex, but
he has always insisted that no fair or reasonably-
minded person who has read the Koran can doubt
for one moment that freedom of will and individual
responsibility is there insisted upon.
Laughingly, the Aga Khan will declare that women
will sometimes do the exact opposite of what is
expected of them. On one occasion he observed to
me, apropos of this delicate subject: " You can
never tell what a woman will do, but that is in
unessentials. There is no reason why purdah should
continue to obtain; there is no reason why there
should be a continuance of that fatal fatalism in
Muslim thought which discourages effort, and which
has been one of the principal causes of the non-
progressive spirit of modern interpretation of Islam,"
Other great Oriental leaders have subsequently
discovered the force behind the Ag& Khan's insistent -